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The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) was established by the President and
Congress through the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act of 1974, Public Law 93-415, as
amended. Located within the Office of Justice Programs of the U.S. Department of Justice, OJJDP’s goal is to
provide national leadership in addressing the issues of juvenile delinquency and improving juvenile justice.

OJJDP sponsors a broad array of research, program, and training initiatives to improve the juvenile justice
system as a whole, as well as to benefit individual youth-serving agencies. These initiatives are carried out by
seven components within OJJDP, described below.

Research and Program Development Division Information Dissemination and Planning Unit
develops knowledge on national trends in juvenile informs individuals and organizations of
delinquency; supports a program for data collection OJJDP initiatives; disseminates information

and information sharing that incorporates elements on juvenile justice, delinquency prevention, and miss-
of statistical and systems development; identifies  ing children; and coordinates program planning efforts
how delinquency develops and the best methods  within OJJDP. The unit’s activities include publishing
for its prevention, intervention, and treatment; and research and statistical reports, bulletins, and other
analyzes practices and trends in the juvenile justice documents, as well as overseeing the operations of
system. the Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse.

Training and Technical Assistance Divisiorpro- Concentration of Federal Efforts Program pro-
vides juvenile justice training and technical assist- motes interagency cooperation and coordination
ance to Federal, State, and local governments; law among Federal agencies with responsibilities in the
enforcement, judiciary, and corrections personnel; area of juvenile justice. The program primarily carries
and private agencies, educational institutions, and out this responsibility through the Coordinating Coun-
community organizations. cil on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, an
independent body within the executive branch that
Special Emphasis Divisiorprovides discretionary was established by Congress through the JJDP Act.
funds to public and private agencies, organizations,
and individuals to replicate tested approaches to Missing and Exploited Children Program seeks to
delinquency prevention, treatment, and control in ~ promote effective policies and procedures for address-
such pertinent areas as chronic juvenile offenders, ing the problem of missing and exploited children.
community-based sanctions, and the disproportionatEstablished by the Missing Children’s Assistance Act
representation of minorities in the juvenile justice  of 1984, the program provides funds for a variety of

system. activities to support and coordinate a network of re-
sources such as the National Center for Missing and
State Relations and Assistance Divisiosupports Exploited Children; training and technical assistance

collaborative efforts by States to carry out the man- to a network of 43 State clearinghouses, nonprofit
dates of the JJDP Act by providing formula grant  organizations, law enforcement personnel, and attor-
funds to States; furnishing technical assistance to neys; and research and demonstration programs.
States, local governments, and private agencies;

and monitoring State compliance with the JJDP Act.

0OJJDP provides leadership, direction, and resources to the juvenile justice community to help prevent and
control delinquency throughout the country.
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Foreword

Delinquency and drugs infect communities across America. Like the biological
viruses they resemble, these social plagues resist our best efforts at inoculation
and treatment.

Though we know they differ, it is difficult to draw distinctions between
delinquency'’s causes and correlates. In keeping with the tradition of the Office
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention of supporting long-term re-
search that contributes to long-term solutions, OJJDP has sponsored multiple
longitudinal studies under its research program on the Causes and Correlates of
Juvenile Delinquency.

This research summary—one of the three interrelated documents arising from
the program—presents initial findings regarding urban delinquency and sub-
stance abuse.

It is our hope that the information it provides will enhance the effectiveness of
our preventive and therapeutic juvenile justice interventions.

John J. Wilson
Acting Administrator
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
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