[image: image1.jpg]Caar. XXXIIL—An et more effectually {o provide for the National Defence by
estadlishing an Uniform Militia throughout the United States.(a)

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
each and every free able-bodied white male citizen of the respective
states, resident therein, who is or shall be of the age of eighteen years,
and under the age of forty-five years (except as is herein after excepted)
shall severally and respectively be enrolled in the militia by the captain
or commanding officer of the company, within whose bounds such citi-
zen shall reside, and that within twelve months after the passing of this
act. And it shall at all times hereafter be the duty of every such cap-
tain or commanding officer of a company to enrol every such citizen,
as aforesaid, and also those who shall, from time to time, arrive at the
age of eighteen years, or being of the age of eighteen years and under
the age of forty-five years (except as before excepted) shall come to re-
side within his bounds ; and shall without delay notify such citizen of the
said enrolment, by a proper non-commissioned officer of the company, by
whom such notice may be proved. That every citizen so enrolled and
notified, shall, within six months thereafter, provide himself with a good
musket or firelock, a sufficient bayonet and belt, two spare flints, and a
knapsack, a pouch with a box therein to contain not less than twenty-
four cartridges, suited to the bore of his musket or firelock, each cart-
ridge to contain a proper quantity of powder and ball: or with a good
rifle, knapsack, shot-pouch and powder-horn, twenty balls suited to the
bore of his rifle, and a quarter of a pound of powder ; and shall appear,
so armed, accoutred and provided, when called out to exercise, or into
service, except, that when called out on company days to exercise only,
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[image: image3.jpg]The problems inherent in any effort to arm the militia or even the U S,
Army were amply demonstrated in 1792. Congress, trying to keep the
militia alive and to meet its constitutional mandate to regulate the militia,
passed “An Act More effectually to provide for the National Defence.”
This act declared that “every free able bodied white male citizen of the
respective States” between the ages of eighteen and forty-five should be
enrolled in the militia and must appear “when called out to exercise.”
Further, “every citizen so enrolled, shall . . . be constantly provided with a
good musket or firelock, a sufficient bayonet and belt, two spare flints,”
and other accoutrements. Congress took upon itself the responsibility of
providing those guns, and specified that within five years all muskets
“shall be of bores sufficient for balls of the eighteenth part of a pound.”
All arms and ammunition intended for militia use remained exempt from
attachment in any civil suit. To keep track of its arms, each company was
to make regular returns of arms and ammunition to each state’s adjutant
general, who in turn reported directly to the president.®> To begin this



[image: image4.jpg]85. Militia Laws, 8-10, 13; U.S. Statutes 1: 271—74 (reenacted 2 February 1813, 2:
297); Debates and Proceedings in the Congress 3: 1392—95; Kohn, Eagle and Sword,
128-35. See also acts on the calling out of the militia, U.S. Statuzes 1: 264 (2 May 1792),
424 (28 February 1795—repealed 1861), 2: 241 (3 March 1803), 383-84 (18 April
1806), 478-79 (30 March 1808), 705-07 (10 April 1812—reenacted 1814).
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