[image: image1.jpg]During the early period of McCormick’s imprisonment, James Haslett,
his foreman, assembled and finished an additional fifty stands that had
been in varying stages of completion before his employer’s confinement.
These last fifty muskets had both McCormick’s and Haslett’s names
stamped on their lock plates.!8 Hence, by June 24, 1801, a total of only
975 muskets out of an original contract for 4,000 had been delivered. (For
a composite of pertinent information concerning the delivery of these
muskets to Richmond, see table B.2.) McCormick’s default left Virginia
short 3,025 muskets. To obtain these, an advertisement was placed in
several newspapers in June 1801.

John Miles, Sr., of Globe Mills, Pennsylvania, who had purchased most
of McCormick’s machinery and materials, answered Virginia’s advertise-
ment, which appeared in the Philadelphia Aurora on July 15, 1801. He
proposed to complete the 3,025 stands at eleven dollars each including
the stamping of the barrel to indicate distribution to local militia units.

6. John Miles contract musket, one of 3,025 delivered to Virginia in 1801-2 to complete
McCormick’s original contract with the state




[image: image2.jpg]At the junction of the Rivanna and Fluvanna Rivers, the Point of Fork
Arsenal centered around the storing of munitions and repairing arms, and
a small force of artificers was maintained there from 1781 to 1801. Fur-
thermore, scattered throughout the mountain and valley regions were
many individual rifle makers who advanced their skills by making excep-
tionally fine rifles. Virginia's association with arms manufacture was in-
directly recognized with the establishing of a federal armory at Harpers
Ferry.



[image: image3.jpg]Ut s

hiring people in those areas. He was also successful in hiring artificers
:from Pennsylvania, where they had previously been employed by Haslett,
“and of the nineteen workmen who came to Richmond from this source,
the majority were originally natives of Ireland. A suitable contract was



[image: image4.jpg]The shortage of gunmakers in the early republic is clearly illustrated
in the history of Virginia’s effort to establish an armory. In 1797 Governor
James Wood informed the legislature that his government had searched
the state to find anyone who could make arms for the militia, without suc.-
cess. Wood therefore contracted to purchase four thousand stands of arms
from England and another four thousand muskets from the Globe Mills
in Pennsylvania. The latter source made just 925 arms over the next five
years and then went bankrupt. It was at this point that the Virginia gov.-
ernment agreed with a plan that John Clarke had been promoting for sev-
eral years to build an armory in Virginia to make guns for state use. In
creating the Virginia Manufactory of Arms at Richmond, Clarke found it
necessary to buy all his tools in England. More frustrating, he quickly dis-
covered that there were only a few gunsmiths in Virginia and they all did
exclusively repair work. Clarke ended up hiring sixty-eight workers, all
of them from outside Virginia and a dozen brought over from Ireland.
For the rest of its brief history this need to find skilled gunsmiths pre-
vented the armory from ever producing many arms. Virginia’s was the
only state armory in antebellum America, averaging 2,130 muskets per
year, or twenty-six guns per worker,!08



[image: image5.jpg]108. Giles Cromwell, The Virginia Manufactory of Arms (Charl
1975), 2-57. 1
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